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WHY A REFERENDUM?

WHY THE SCHOOL BOARD SUPPORTS THE REFERENDUM
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As a land-locked community, Highland has limited options when it comes to adding housing units as a way to 
grow its student population. Few vacant lots remain. People who move here stay for all the town has to offer.

“We have a responsibility to the students whose parents have entrusted the education of their children to us 
and to the community that benefits from great schools to fight for them and for this referendum,” School Board 
President Victor Garcia said. “ We trust that residents will cast their ballot for the referendum on May 2.” 

COMMUNITY MEETINGS: COMMUNITY MEETINGS: Learn more at one of our upcoming referendum meetings at 6 p.m. March 22March 22  
and 11 a.m. March 23 March 23 at Lincoln Community Center.

When he talks about the need for the School Town’s first-
ever referendum, School Board President Victor Garcia 
said residents aren’t opposing the effort: They simply 
want to know why.

“Projections show – without new revenues – the school 
town will not have enough money by 2025 to operate as 
we do now,” Asst. Superintendent Ryan Erdelac said.

The factors leading to an operating deficit, include:

	» Decline in enrollment that has led to an aggregate 
loss of $2.4 million in state support.  

	» The loss of an additional $3.2 million because of the 
property tax circuit breaker.

There are three options to make up for the shortfall:

	» Cut academic programs and staff

	» Open Highland borders to out-of-district students to 
compensate for enrollment declines

	» Pass a referendum May 2.

“I believe our students deserve to continue with the 
quality education we are providing,” Garcia said. “It has 
been shown that quality schools are also a big positive 
when it comes to  maintaining and growing home values. 
What’s good for our schools is good for our community.”

WITH A REFERENDUM ...WITH A REFERENDUM ...

	» Home values continue to rise. 

	» Quality of life improves.

	» Educational program funding continues.

	» Teachers and staff remain on the job.

	» Safety for students, teachers and staff is 
maintained. 

WITHOUT A REFERENDUM ...WITHOUT A REFERENDUM ...

	» Property values decline. 

	» Young families choose other 
communities to invest in their family’s 
home and future.

	» Deep budget cuts are on the table, 
including staff layoffs, closing a school 
building, cutting educational and fine-
arts programming. 

	» Highland continues to lose quality 
teachers and staff to districts that offer 
better pay and benefits.

	» The School Town of Highland is unable 
to attract new teachers and staff.
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In addition to public meetings, the School Town of High-
land has created a referendum tab on the home page of 
each of the school websites.  

The tabs contain an interactive property tax calculator that 
allows home and business owners to insert their current 
property tax information to determine how much more an 
individual will pay beginning in 2024.

To access the calculator: Type www.highland.k12.in.us/

page/referendum into your browser window. Click on 
Investment Calculator, which provides directions for ac-
cessing your most recent property tax information. On the 
bottom right, click on the Investment Calculator button.

Superintendent Brian Smith said his door is always open 
for those who would like more information on the referen-
dum as well as help navigating the calculator. 

INFO: (219) 924-7400 or bsmith@highland.k12.in.us

YOUR VOICE. YOUR VOTE.

The Indiana Voter Portal helps 
Highland residents to register to 
vote, check your voting status, 
secure an absentee ballot, learn 
who’s on the ballot, find your 
voting location and voting hours.

INFO: Visit indianavoters.in.gov.

IMPORTANT DEADLINES

APRIL 3:      Last day to register  
	      to vote

APRIL 4:      Early voting starts

APRIL 20:    Absentee ballots due

MAY 2:	      Primary Election 
	      in-person voting	

Online portal features interactive property tax calculator


